For our February issue, we have combined several of the most recent manuscripts addressing cardiac care into a Special Issue: Nursing Research Advancing Cardiac Care. February after all is the month we celebrate Valentine's day, a day filled with either joy or heart ache! This issue of Clinical Nursing Research provides a glimpse into some of the research nurses are doing to identify persons with cardiovascular risk factors and improve the care of vulnerable persons with cardiac disease. Heart disease continues to be the leading cause of death in the United States (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 2017), Malaysia (World Health Rankings, 2018a) , and Turkey (World Health Rankings, 2018c) . In South Korea, heart disease has been surpassed by stroke as the leading cause of death (World Health Rankings, 2018b) . Coronary artery disease is the second leading cause of death in South Korea.
This issue highlights the issues of risk identification and reduction. Quality of life is also a recurrent theme in this issue (Jang, Park, Moser, Griffith, Harring, & Johantgen, 2019; Yardimci & Mert, 2019) . Nurses often address the needs of vulnerable populations. In this issue, Saleh et al. (2019) investigated health perceptions and cardiovascular risk in adult prison inmates not an easy task to accomplish. Clinical nursing supports a focus on quality of life while living with a chronic conditions including atrial fibrillation (Rush et al., 2019) , coronary artery disease , and heart failure (Park et al., 2019) . Surgical interventions can also impact quality of life in relation to cardiac care. In this issue, this is addressed in Cardiac transplant recipients (Jang et al., 2019) and those who have received an implantable cardioverter defibrillator (Yardimci & Mert, 2019) . Symptom clusters in heart failure are also investigated with latent class profile analysis (Park et al., 2019) .
Cardiac biomarkers also play a significant role in nursing research surrounding cardiac care. Biomarkers can take many forms from serum blood levels to imaging or paper and pencil self-report questionnaires. The most biomarker laden study in this special issue is the study addressing body mass indexes (BMI) and cardiometabolic risk in Malay obese adults (Daud & Shahadan, 2019) . In this study, they analyzed serum glucose, total cholesterol, lipids, and C-reactive protein levels as well as waist circumference, systolic and diastolic blood pressure, and calculated each participant's BMI. All the others completed questionnaires with their participants.
The international diversity of this issue is of note as well. Clinical Nursing Research publishes manuscripts from across the globe. We have received over 500 manuscripts in 2018. Of these 500 plus manuscripts, the majority (59%) come from countries other than the United States. As noted in the introduction, cardiovascular disease is the leading cause of death in three of the four countries mentioned in these manuscripts. Ischemic heart disease accounted for 54% of deaths worldwide (World Health Organization, 2018) . Clearly, nursing research addressing cardiovascular health will continue to be needed in this health environment. I commend all the authors who have worked to advance the science in nursing research addressing the care of persons with cardiovascular disease.
